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historic remains scattered about the country, and pertaining to
the so-called Scythian era before the coming of the Hindus to
India. It was this zeal for research that led to his sudden and
accidental death. He was staying with me in camp near Nag-
pur at the beginning of autumn, a season which is cool after
the rains and still showery. We had been during the day exca-
vating some of these Scythian remains. In the evening I rode
back to my encampment, leaving him to follow on horseback
after arranging the curiosities which had been exhumed and
examining a village school. About nightfall I was shocked at
seeing his horse gallop into camp riderless, with a wet saddle,
which had evidently passed through water. This directed our
instant search by torchlight to a neighbouring streamlet which tad
just been flushed by a shower of rain; and there his body was
found, life being extinct. He had evidently been drowned in
trying to cross the flood. This most lamentable , accident
deprived Nagpur of a man who could ill be spared, who while
still in his prime had become a shining light, a power for good,
and who, had he lived, would have become, under Providence,
an instrument of incalculable benefit to the people. It is sad to
think what holy aspirations, what lofty hopes, what bright pro-
mises, were buried in his grave.

The Gonds, as a tribe, deserve and will repay attentive care.
Originally leading an arboreal life, they had their home in
the forests of the Satpura mountains.   They felled trees for
their scanty clearances, and raised crops with the minimum of
cultivation upon bits of soil here and there among the valleys
and uplands.   Battling with wild beasts, they became first
skilled marksmen or sturdy warriors with the spear and the
bow, and organized themselves under chiefs.   Emboldened by
the success of their organization, they  issued  forth to the
lowlands which they could overlook from their mountains,
to the valley of the ITerbadda and the  plains of IsTagpur.
Their  worship  was primitive,   while  these  lowlands   were
occupied by a population of the Hindu faith.   They thus esta-
blished a considerable dominion, divided into at least three,
perhaps four, principalities.   They confined themselves mainly